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ECPAT Sweden – who are we?1990 –ECPAT network founded1996 - ECPAT Sweden founded122 independent organisations in 104 countriesEvery ECPAT organisation is working against child sexual abuse and exploitation, based on the national or regional context.Expert organisationAdvocacy – legal and otherCollaborations – holistic viewpointAwarness raising – Hotline, 2 supportlines 



ECPAT Hotline 
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Analyst work Collaborations

Advocacy Communication
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Hotline – web based, reports from the publicAll kind of reports on child sexual abuse and exploitation – including trafficking of children for sexual purposes, travelling offenders etc, 99% is online child sexual abuse and exploitationCollaborations with the police, tech industryRemoval of CSAM on Swedish serversProviding LEA with relevant reports
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Number of reports have decreased during the past years, only to increase slightly during 2021. The number of relevant reports have increased. 
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Q1 2022 2021

Age of the child

Infant Prepubescent Pubescent

Age of the child

Infant Prepubescent Pubescent

Præsentationsnoter
Præsentationsnoter
Primarily pre-pubescent childrenWhy? Public hesitate to report pubescent children – is it a child? Is it a crime?Also problems with removal – if it is not a confirmed victim
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Q1 2022 2021

Gender of the child

Båda Flicka Pojke

Gender of the child

Both Girl Boy
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Mostly girls, but around a quarter of the reports involve boys as victimsThis is considerable more booys compared to what most other hotlines report. We can only speculate on why 



Victim identification: from CSAM 
report

A report from the 
public, reg. suspected
child sexual abuse 
material

ECPAT Hotline assess & 
trace the material. 
Swedish server. 

The Swedish National 
Police assess the 
material, arrest one
man.

The suspect was later 
convicted of several crimes
of sexual exploitation. 
Penalty: 6 years in prison. 

When analyzing the 
material: images and videos 
taken by the suspect of
children close to him. Three 
children were identified. 

Confiscation of phones, 
computer etc: 39 000 
images, 1 200 videos 
(182h) of child sexual 
abuse. 
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Shows the importance of reporting – but also the importance for law enforcement to quickly investigate suspicions of CSAM possession – there may be on-going abuse 



Reports
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We always try to make sure that the knowledge gained through the hotline and the helpline is taken care of and used in all the work that ECPAT do, and if relevant also to broader circles. These are some examples of reports we have made: about children’s own images and videos circulated online without consent, about female offenders, about the need for specialised prosecutors. 
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INHOPERemember that the number of relevant reports have increased? This is primarily due to INHOPE reports, and not reports from the public. Reports from the public can of course be very relevant, and very local so we consider them a priority. However, many of these reports are not illegal. For example, adult pornography that someone believes is (or should be) illegal. INHOPE is a network, a global umbrella organisation for 50 hotlines in 46 countries. All of the national hotlines recieves reports from the public in their country. When potentially illegal material is traced to another country, the report is transfered to the hotline in the hosting country using INHOPE technology. Any images or videos is also submitted to Interpol, for victim identification. Most of the reports we get on CSAM hosted in Sweden, we get from other hotlines. As a network, INHOPE also assist member hotlines with training, and the network is also used for discussions between the hotlines. The INHOPE membership consists of a variety of different forms of hotlines. Some, like ECPAT Sweden and StC Denmark, are NGOs. Others are organisations funded by the tech industry, while others are governmental institutions. 
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INHOPE statistics 2021
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So, together the INHOPE hotlines sent almost 930 000 reports between them in 2021. Almost 444 000 files were illegal and new material for law enforcement. This is of course important, since all this material goes to Interpol for victim identification. Globally, Interpol identifies on average 7 children each day, that are victims of sexual abuse. By August this year, Interpol has identified 30 251 child victims of sexual abuse and exploitation. 
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Traditional hotline work is very reactive. It means waiting for someone in the public to see something  - and then know there’s a hotline and choose to report it. It is then handled by the hotline for removal in that single place where it was reported. This is not very effective, and of course – we know that an image or a video is not uploaded once. It usually circulates on numerous websites and platforms, and somewhere someone has it downloaded, ready to be uploaded again. With this is mind, it is very concerning if you add what we know from research today about the effect the circulation of CSAM have on the victims. These are just two reports: one from the University of Linköping, stating that the trauma increases significantly if the abuse is documented, and even more so if the images or videos are circulated online. The Canadian Centre for Child Protection made a survey with people who are now adults, but who were victims of sexual abuse as children. The conclusion is the same, as long as the images and videos are out there, the abuse never ends. 
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ECPAT survey 2021

"Now the whole school has seen it 
[nude] so I get called a lot of words 
and don't go to school anymore. I 
can't even go to town without 
someone yelling things at me." 
(Girl, 14)
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ECPAT Sweden surveyed close to 12 000 children in 2021, in what is now an annual survey about children’s attitudes to and experiences of sexual exploitation. These quotes are from that survey, and highlights the same issue as the the research. 
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ECPAT survey 2021

"I was 12 and he was 18. I reported it to the police several 
times, but the investigation was dropped. That was about 4 
years ago and he's still sending them around. I need help, but I 
don't know where to turn. After 5 police reports, I gave up." 
(Girl, 16)
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ECPAT survey 2021

"Other guys I hung out with spread rumours and called me a 
whore. They said; "You're just a whore, why should you get 
hurt?" and after this I tried everything to avoid those thoughts 
and ended up trying to take my own life on a couple of 
occasions. Now that it's been two years, I think about it every 
day. I heard a week ago that someone I know saw the picture." 
(Girl, 16)



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hI5_Dz7YiM0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oYm2HYftyoc
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So, with that combined knowledge, in 2016 the Canadian centre began working on a different way to tackle online availability of child sexual abuse material. This is a short video that explains what we call Project Arachnid, a proactive way of removing images and videos online. It has been online since 2017. ECPAT Sweden joined in February 2018. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hI5_Dz7YiM0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oYm2HYftyoc
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https://www.projectarachnid.ca/en/
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Arachnid stats move fast, this data is from July, and mentions more than 12 million issued notices, the previous image was from August and shows more than 14 million notices. The speed is continously increasing. 

https://www.projectarachnid.ca/en/


Ditt ECPAT 
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Ditt ECPAT, or Your ECPAT, is our helpline for children. Children can contact the helpline via phone, e-mail or chat, and the chat is by far the most popular form of contact. We also have a Helpline for adults: parents and other important adults, also professionals – prevention focus
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The number of children contacting the helpline is increasing, and so are the relevant contacts. A relevant contact is a child who contacts the helpline regarding any form of sexual exploitation or abuse. It can be a question about if something is legal or even ok, or a child who discloses a possible crime and needs help finding an adult around them to seek help from. Other scenarios are a child who wants help contacting social services or the police, or needs help in removing sexual images or videos, or reporting an online account. In all cases involving images, videos or contacts with social platforms, the helpline escalate the that part to the hotline, which is a trusted flagger with most relevant platforms. 
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Age of the child when contact was made, by gender. We also had 3 percent non-binary and 7 percent who did not want to say. You can clearly see that at around the age of 15, boys are suddenly in a majority, while girls are the majority of the younger contacts. In total, boys make up 44 percent of those who contact the helpline and provide iinformation of their gender. 
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If those who contacted the helpline regarding a crime, offline sexual assault was the most common crime reported. When it comes to boys, we can see cases in our helpline and it is also a global trend – with increasing numbers of boys targeted with extortion for money, using their images or videos and leverage. 



Tech Coalition

Financial Coalition

Canadian Centre for Child Protection
INHOPE
ECPAT network
Social media platforms
NCMEC
Nordic hotlines
Law enforcement

…and many others…

Coalitions and collaborations
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Two coalitions: a financial coalition and a tech coalitionECPAT, LEA and most important industry partnersExample: live streaming - Very difficult to detect, most if not all cases detected by accident in other investigations – flagging payments?



Victim identification by hotline services

Reports from the public to hotline

Reports from hotline to hotline

Reports from children to helpline

Reports from parents and professionals to helpline

Developing new methods for new problems
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THANK YOU!

thomas.andersson@ecpat.se

mailto:thomas.andersson@ecpat.se
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